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purpose of greater protection of life and property. Every
Indian, be he Hindu or any other, must learn the art of
protecting himself. It is the condition of real democracy.
The State has a duty. But no State can protect those who
will not share with it the duty of protecting themselves.

On the way to Delhi, 4-2-'4O

Harijan, 10-2-1940
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MY ADVICE TO NOAKHALI HINDUS

Manoranjan Babu and other friends from Noakhali
came to see me during my stay in Malikanda about the
difficulties of the Hindus in their locality/ Manoranjan
Babu has been in correspondence with me in the matter for
some time. I have not examined the grievances. I had
neither the time nor the wish to do so. That is the special
province of the Provincial Congress Committee and finally
the central body. But I had no difficulty in giving general
advice. Their case is more or less like the Sukkur case.
There is a great difference in degree. But I feel sure that no
popularly elected government can successfully cope with
wide-spread goondaism as it is alleged to be in Noakhali. It
is essentially a case of self-defence. Self-respect and honour
cannot be protected by others. They are for each indi-
vidual himself or herself to guard. Governments can at best
punish offenders after the offence has been committed.
They cannot assure prevention except in so far as punish-
ment acts as a deterrent. Self-defence can be violent or non-
violent. I have always advised and insisted on non-vio-
lent defence. But I recognize that it has to be learnt like
violent defence. It requires a different training from that
which is required for violent defence. Therefore, if the'
capacity for non-violent self-defence is lacking, there need
be no hesitation in using violent means. But Manoranjan
Babu, being an old Congressman, said, "You say I cannot
retaliate even in self-defence?" "That is certainly my view/'
I replied, "There was, however, a resplution passed by the